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INDIANAPOLIS:  Herron High School ranks #208 in the nation and #2 in the state in Washington Post’s “High School Challenge Index.”  Only 6% of the nation’s 27,000 public schools made the list. 
The Washington Post Challenge Index uses a formula to determine how successful the school is at providing a rigorous education to all students, not just the high performing students. The formula measures the number of college level Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate or other college-level tests given by the number of graduates. The full report and methodology can be found on their website. The 2011 index uses statistics from the 09/10 academic year to determine ranking.

According to Jay Mathews of the Washington Post, this method “illuminates the one quantifiable factor that seems to reveal best the level of a high school’s commitment to preparing average students for college.”
At Herron High School, more than 43% of the student body participated in college level coursework. The high rate of participation in AP coursework reflects the school’s philosophy that AP courses should be open to average students as well as high performing students. 
“Herron High School is a classical, liberal arts, college preparatory school. We believe the door to academic rigor should be open to any student who is willing to work hard and meet the challenge of college level work,” said Janet McNeal, Head of School. “Access to college rigor during the high school years is vital. It seems unconscionable to send a student off to college and expect him or her to succeed if the student hasn’t been prepared with the study skills and confidence provided by that exposure.”
Herron High School has increased AP participation rates while significantly increasing academic achievement. The average “Equity and Excellence” rate for schools that made the list in 2010 was 16.9 percent. Herron High School’s Equity and Excellence rating is 41%.
Jonathan Harris, Herron High School’s Dean of Students and AP Coordinator, says that while the school’s leadership is proud of this national recognition, more work remains. “We won’t be satisfied until we have succeeded in instilling a college bound culture across all demographics. We believe every student is “college material.” As a Title 1 school serving a significant “at risk” population, Herron High School recognizes the special challenges low income students face. This is why the school plans to increase outreach and services to students who may be the first in their family to see pursuing a college education as a viable choice. 

“It’s particularly difficult for a student whose home environment doesn’t reflect the expectation of a future college degree. These homes don’t necessarily have shelves of books and certificates of achievement on the walls to inspire the student. In fact, over half of our students in the Class of 2011 come from homes in which neither parent has a college degree,” said Harris. “Many of them will be the first in their family to enroll in college.”
Economic barriers can also present a stumbling block to academic rigor. In order to help level the playing field, the school pursues grant money to cover the costs of the AP test for the 43% of low-income students, as well as provide programs to increase participation levels. 
Studies have shown that students who have taken AP courses in high school are better prepared and have greater academic success in college, regardless of how they score on the AP exam. 

 “The school’s long range goal is to have at least 80% of the student body participate in at least one AP class during their high school experience,” said Harris. “The second part to this goal is to increase college success and graduation rates among Indiana’s underserved and minority populations. To achieve this, it must become a community wide imperative, with public/private partnerships working in concert to raise the level of education for Indiana’s students. Herron High School is always looking at new ways to better serve our “at risk” population. The Advanced Placement program helps raise confidence levels and personal expectations for a better life.”  
About Herron High School

Herron High School is a college preparatory school serving the near north side and surrounding communities. Founded in 2005 and located at 16th and Pennsylvania, Herron High School is a public charter school open to all students. Dedicated to providing a classical, liberal arts education for students in grades nine through twelve, Herron offers an integrated curriculum and creative methodology which utilizes an art history timeline. This approach aids students in assimilating knowledge by connecting logical relationships between subjects. With small class sizes and individualized attention, Herron’s classical education includes Latin, art, music and rhetoric as well as rigorous math and science classes to provide a truly unique high school experience. For more information, visit www.herronhighschool.org.

Herron High School is not affiliated with the Herron School of Art and Design at IUPUI.
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