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INDIANAPOLIS: Superintendent of Public Instruction Dr. Tony Bennett visited Herron High School on Thursday and praised faculty for their commitment to student success, saying, “Herron High School continues to be a beacon for quality.” Recently Dr. Bennett reported that Herron High School showed the largest gains in the state for improved AP exam performance, which grew from 5 percent of its graduates passing an AP exam in 2009 to 38.8 percent in 2010.
 “College preparation is one of the most important functions of our high schools. By providing challenging academic opportunities, we prepare our students to reach their goals,” Bennett said. “I am thrilled to see the growth at Herron High School and encourage others to look to them as an example.”  
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This success rate far exceeds the state average, and the growth rate places Herron High School among the top performing schools in the nation in overall increase in scores of 3+ across all grades.
This extraordinary growth and exam successes was commended by the College Board.
“It is evident that Herron High School is committed to student success and is making great progress in increasing access and success in rigorous learning for their students.  Specifically, their gains in providing more students with access Advanced Placement courses while enabling them to improve their success rate is a testament to Herron’s commitment and the quality of their program,” said Ileana Rodriguez, Vice President, Midwestern Regional Office, College Board.     
--MORE --
Advanced Placement courses are rigorous courses that challenge students to perform at the college level. AP exams taken in May each year measure college-level competency. The exams are graded on a 5-point scale and may confer college credit if a student passes with a score of 3 or higher. Herron High School currently offers 14 AP classes and plans additional AP offerings in 2011/2012.
Herron High School has made significant strides in increasing access to AP for its students, as it has increased successful performance. “Considerable credit goes to our faculty,” said Janet McNeal, Head of School. “Their dedication to student success and willingness to go the extra mile when students are struggling is a tribute to their commitment to our students.” 

“Credit must also go to the foundations that have granted the financial support needed to provide teachers with the specialized training required to create this kind of success in the classroom,” added Jonathan Harris, who oversees Herron High School’s AP Program. “Without aid from organizations like Advancing Academic Excellence, an Initiative of Lumina Foundation for Education, we could not have advanced our AP program in this way. We were able to add 8 new AP Courses for the 2009-10 school year.” 
Philanthropic support also allowed the school to provide free or reduced costs for the exams to our most at risk students. From 2008/09 to 2009/10, Herron High School experienced a 78% increase in students taking AP exams, and overall, students took 123% more AP Exams in 2009/10 than in 2008/09. More than 40% of the student body participated in college level coursework. 
The high rate of participation in AP coursework reflects the school’s philosophy that AP courses should be open to students of all abilities. “It’s not logical to deny access to an AP course, and then send the student to college the next year.
“Creating a culture of rigor is what being a college preparatory is about,” said McNeal. “Colleges look for rigor through AP participation, it hurts a student’s transcript if they can’t show evidence they’ve chosen to participate in challenging curriculum.” 
About Herron High School

Herron High School is a college preparatory school serving the near north side and surrounding communities. Founded in 2005 and located at 16th and Pennsylvania, Herron High School is a public charter school open to all students. Dedicated to providing a classical, liberal arts education for students in grades 9 through 12, Herron High School offers an integrated curriculum and creative methodology which utilizes an art history timeline. This approach aids students in assimilating knowledge by connecting logical relationships between subjects. With small class sizes and individualized attention, Herron’s classical education includes Latin, art, and music as well as rigorous English, math and science classes to provide a truly unique high school experience. For more information, visit www.herronhighschool.org.

Herron High School is not affiliated with the Herron School of Art and Design at IUPUI.

####
Herron High School’s AP exam success rate significantly exceeds the state average.             Chart provided by the IDOE Compass site
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